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Greeting 
This is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

O Lord, open our lips 
and our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

Give us the joy of your saving help 
and sustain us with your life-giving Spirit. 

We have come together in the name of Christ 
to offer our praise and thanksgiving, 
to hear and receive God’s holy word, 
to pray for the needs of the world, 
and to seek the forgiveness of our sins, 
that by the power of the Holy Spirit 
we may give ourselves to the service of God. 

 

Hymn – King of Glory, King of Peace 

Prayers of Penitence 
The gospel calls us to turn away from sin and be faithful to Christ.  
As we offer ourselves to him in penitence and faith, 
we renew our confidence and trust in his mercy. 
 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
we have sinned against you 
and against our neighbour 
in thought and word and deed, 
through negligence, through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault. 
We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ who died for us, 
forgive us all that is past 
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life 
to the glory of your name. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 



Collect 
Merciful God, 
you have prepared for those who love you 
such good things as pass our understanding: 
pour into our hearts such love toward you 
that we, loving you in all things and above all things, 
may obtain your promises, 
which exceed all that we can desire; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
 

Gospel Mark 6: 14 – 29 

The Death of John the Baptist 

King Herod heard of it, for Jesus’ name had become known. Some were saying, “John the Baptist has been raised 
from the dead; and for this reason these powers are at work in him.”  

But others said, “It is Elijah.” And others said, “It is a prophet, like one of the prophets of old.”  But when Herod 
heard of it, he said, “John, whom I beheaded, has been raised.” 

For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound him, and put him in prison on account of Herodias, his 
brother Philip’s wife, because Herod had married her. For John had been telling Herod, “It is not lawful for you to 
have your brother’s wife.” 19 And Herodias had a grudge against him, and wanted to kill him. But she could not, for 
Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and he protected him.  

When he heard him, he was greatly perplexed; and yet he liked to listen to him. But an opportunity came when 
Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his courtiers and officers and for the leaders of Galilee.  When his daughter 
Herodias came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his guests; and the king said to the girl, “Ask me for whatever 
you wish, and I will give it.”  And he solemnly swore to her, “Whatever you ask me, I will give you, even half of my 
kingdom.”  She went out and said to her mother, “What should I ask for?” She replied, “The head of John the 
Baptist.”  Immediately she rushed back to the king and requested, “I want you to give me at once the head of John 
the Baptist on a platter.”  The king was deeply grieved; yet out of regard for his oaths and for the guests, he did not 
want to refuse her.  Immediately the king sent a soldier of the guard with orders to bring John’s head. He went and 
beheaded him in the prison,  brought his head on a platter, and gave it to the girl. Then the girl gave it to her mother. 
When his disciples heard about it, they came and took his body, and laid it in a tomb. 

Talk 

Have you ever tried to identify a butterfly using a book?  It is really hard butterflies often refuse to pose.  They keep 
dancing along, ducking and diving, and recently, using my butterfly reference guide, I was convinced I had identified 
a resident of southern Spain in the Rectory garden. 

I regaled a friend with this story and he said, ‘That’s probably why they have to catch butterflies, it is the only way to 
identify and examine them.’ 

Why this talk of butterflies?  Well our gospel story has: 

• someone captured 

• someone examined 

• and a God who refuses to be pinned down 



This morning’s gospel story is the not so jolly story of the beheading of John the Baptist, Jesus’ cousin, who set the 
scene of Jesus’ ministry.  The thing about John, and possibly the reason for his downfall, was he was popular.  He 
captured the zeitgeist of the moment and people flocked to him to be baptised by him in the Jordan River. 

It is so hard to think of a modern parallel to John.  How about sports hero?  If a young footballer plays well they are 
lauded and praised but then, having put them on a plinth, the first game lost often means the brick bats flow. 

So it was for John, only it wasn’t the people who turned to savage him, it was the government. 

John went about his business in an uncompromising way and he wasn’t afraid of pointing out where people had err 
and strayed.  He did this to the ordinary and the powerful alike and, because he criticised the private life of the ruler 
Herod, his wife and unleased the hell of revenge.  John was arrested and, verse 17, he was bound and taken to 
prison. 

Bound and taken to prison.  It is with these words that the gospel can touch life today.  Not that we will be physically 
arrested…well I hope not!  But that we can all find our self bound and taken somewhere we’d really rather not 
go.  Sometimes the binding is family ties, elderly relatives, worries about children, old age and the future.  This can 
led us from where we are, to where we don’t want to be, worried, stressed and uncertain. 

If this is so for you, perhaps hold onto the fact that, in Jesus we bound not in chains, but in his eternal hope. 

So, John the Baptist, was captured and then he had his life examined. 

Herod’s wife might have engineered John’s arrest but Herod then sought to protect John.  He appeared captivated 
by this man in his prison.  Like a butterfly on a pin he went back to him to look, to examine and to wonder. What did 
he find? 

Simply, John was holy and righteous.  He belonged to God and his life was aligned with the will of God.  In other 
words, John could stand before God without fear. 

This is what Herod found but Herod’s response was not admiration but fear.  Herod was scared of John, which is odd 
because I would have expected Herod to feel power over John, to be contemptuous of him, to regard him as weak 
and pathetic.  No, he was scared. 

Scared not just of John’s holiness and righteousness, not just of his words, but I think Herod was really scared of 
God.  The God whom John served shone through his life and Herod must have realised that his life and his decisions 
were found wanting.  He knew he couldn’t stand before this holy God and judged without fear. 

The lesson we can take from this encounter, well it is always good to examine our lives because holiness and 
righteousness are key themes in our scriptures.  But when doing so we must, must remember that none of us is 
perfect, we are all bound by these earthly chains but when we stand before God we do so not gripped by fear but 
held by grace. 

So, John captured and examined but we’ll finish with the God who refuses to be pinned down. 

We can’t capture God but we can gain an understanding of him, get a glimpse, see through a mirror 
darkly.  How?  Well, in our bible we see God at work in the life of people like John the Baptist.  John wasn’t saved 
from the hardest things, rather God’s light shone through him.  And his life was a witness to the people of bible 
times as much as it is a witness to us today. 

Did you know, a butterfly is a symbol of the resurrection?  Why?  Well, from egg, to caterpillar, to chrysalis, to 
dancing winged creature, a butterfly shows the changes life can bring in the constant renewal of dying and rising 
again.  What is also wonderful about this image is that the last phase is the loveliest, the freest and most glorious of 
all.  It is so for John, and will be so for us too. 

 

 



Intercession 
In the power of the Spirit and in union with Christ, let us pray to the Father. 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, you promised through your Son Jesus Christ to hear us when we pray in faith. 
 
Strengthen Karen and Andrew our bishops and all your Church in the service of Christ, that those who confess your 
name may be united in your truth, live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world. 

Bless and guide Elizabeth our Queen; give wisdom to all in authority; and direct this and every nation in the ways of 
justice and of peace; that we may honour one another, and seek the common good. 

Give grace to us, our families and friends, and to all our neighbours, that we may serve Christ in one another, and 
love as he loves us. 

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit …; 
give them courage and hope in their troubles; 
and bring them the joy of your salvation. 

Hear us as we remember those who have died in the faith of Christ …; according to your promises, 
grant us with them a share in your eternal kingdom. 

Rejoicing in the fellowship of all your saints, we commend ourselves and the whole creation to your unfailing love. 
Merciful Father, 
accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever.  Amen. 

Hymn – Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer 

Conclusion 
Lord God, you hold both heaven and earth in a single peace. 

Let the design of your great love shine on us, 
and give peace to your Church, 
peace among nations, peace in our homes, 
and peace in our hearts, in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

The Lord bless you and watch over you, 
the Lord make his face shine upon you 
and be gracious to you, 
the Lord look kindly on you and give you peace; 
and the blessing of God Almighty 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
Be upon you now and evermore.  Amen  


