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Next Friday (8th May) is the VE Day Bank Holiday to 
commemorate the 75th Anniversary of the end of World War 
2 in Europe. Sadly, our village celebrations won’t be taking 
place, but we can still celebrate at home. Wiltshire Council 
has published an excellent “At Home Party Toolkit” with 
posters, activities, quizzes, recipes, etc. You can find it here: 
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/news/articles/ve-day-toolkit 
It would be lovely to see houses in the village decorated on 
Friday. There may be some military and agricultural vehicles 
at the Cross at 5pm if you wish to pay your respects whilst 
on your daily exercise. 
 

 
 

Do You Have Any VE Day Memories? 
 

Do you remember VE Day? Or do you have any photos? If 
so, please let me know. If you know someone in the village 
who may be able to help, but may not have email, please 
ask them to call me. 
 

WW2 Recollections from the Millennium Book 
 
Twenty years ago, some of the village reflected on their own 
– usually childhood – experiences of WW2.  
 
“While the war was on, my father Jock was in the army and 
thought it would be safer for the family to move to Berwick 
away from the coast. My Gran, Lucy Kelly, lived in Hop 
Gardens at the time and found us one of the Upton Cottages 
to live in.  I can remember some Italian prisoners of war who 
lived next door.  We then moved into No 3 The Terrace, Luke 
Street.  I can always remember going to school with our gas 
masks.” 

Bob Muspratt 
 
“During the war, farming was intense and hours worked 
were long: double summer time in those days to extend 
daylight hours. I joined the Home Guard, under the 
supervision of Mr Mark Dineley and spent weekends training 
and some night “On Guard Duty” on top of the Church Tower 
and in a wooden hut situated along the Top Road. Luckily, no 
enemy ever appeared!”  

Norman Follett (who sadly died very recently) 

“I was called up in June 1939 and spent most of the war in 
the Middle East (Iraq, the Western Desert, Palestine, Jordan 
and Egypt) serving with the Royal Engineers. He was 
hospitalised with hepatitis, caught malaria in Sicily and 
spent the final 18 months of the war with the Army as an 
education officer in Port Said, being demobilised in 
December 1945.” 

Derek Winston, late husband of Enid Winston 
 
“During the Second World War, the Duke of Hamilton [who 
lived at Ferne]’s daughter, Lady Margaret Drummond-Hay 
lived at Winkelbury House. At that time, the barns consisted 
of several buildings built in a horseshoe with a large yard in 
the middle. Lady Margaret was said to give very good parties 
for the servicemen including Americans stationed in the area 
and Molly Scammell, who lived at Chapel House and then 
Coronation Cottage, used to come and sing for them.” 

Sydney & Hazel Giffard, formerly of Winkelbury House. 
Sydney sadly died earlier this year. 

 
“The day war broke out, I left school at 16 so Hitler did me 
no favours! After five years in the RAF as a wireless 
operator/mechanic, I married Joy on my demob leave in 
1947 – London was exciting in those days but we both loved 
going to the country – on bikes then.” 

George Thorogood 
 
Many people will remember Sir Frank Lampl, who lived in 
Water House, who died in 2011 aged 84. Frank was a 
Holocaust survivor, a Cold War prisoner and went on to have 
a remarkable career in the engineering and construction 
industry. His obituary in the Guardian noted of his wartime 
experiences, 
 
“He was born into a cultured Jewish land-owning family near 
Brno in Czechoslovakia. His father, Otto, held a doctorate. 
But when he was 13, the Nazis occupied Czechoslovakia and 
Lampl was deported with his family, first to the 
Theresienstadt concentration camp and then to Auschwitz, 
where his mother died. By the end of the war he had been 
made a slave labourer in an underground BMW factory in 
Munich and transferred to Dachau, from where he was 
liberated in 1945.” 
 
While VE Day is a celebration of the end of World War 2, it 
is also a day to commemorate, and give thanks for the lives 
and sacrifice of the 70-85 million people who perished. 40 
million of these were civilians. In the UK, 70,000 people 
were killed through enemy bombings. 
 
We remember all those who gave service during both 
World Wars, and all those – both civilian and military – 
whose lives were changed for ever. We think of those in 
our families and our community who never got to celebrate 
VE Day, including those commemorated on our war 
memorial in the Church: 
 

Sqr Ldr Lord David Douglas-Hamilton, RAF 
L.A.C. John G. Jacobs, RAF 
Sgt William F. Jacobs, RAF 

Requiescet in pace 



Keep Knitting! 
 

Don’t forget to keep knitting squares for our Berwick 
blankets. No.8 (44mm) needles, DK wool, Any colour, 
pattern or stitch, 6”/ 15cms – about 30 stitches, 46 rows. You 
could also crochet granny squares – DK wool, 4mm hook. 
Please drop off squares in clean plastic to Julie at 2, Hop 
Gardens. 828024  
 
 

This Week’s Quiz 
Berwick’s Trees & Shrubs 

 
The recent Wild Flowers Quiz was a great success, so we 

are very grateful to Linda Smith for a new quiz on trees and 
shrubs in and around Berwick using her wonderful photos. 

All of the photos have been taken during ‘lockdown’. 
 

Please send your entries by 12.00 on Saturday. 
There may be prizes. 

 
 
 Trussell Trust Comes to Berwick 

 
Just a reminder about next week’s 
Trussell Trust collection. Trussell 
Trust will be collecting donations 
from the Bus Shelter on Tuesday 
5th May at 11am. 
 
They are keen to receive (must be 
in date please): 
 

Cereal 
Tinned or packet soup 
Pasta and rice 
Tinned tomatoes/ pasta 
sauce 
Lentils, beans and pulses 
Tinned meat, vegetables 
and fruit 

Tea/coffee 
Biscuits 
UHT milk 
Long life fruit juice 
Toiletries, sanitary items, 
baby supplies and cleaning 
products 
 

 
https://www.trusselltrust.org 

 

 
 
 

 
Photos from our Gardens & Walks 

 
Thank you to everyone for your photos - please keep on 

sending them.  
 

 

 
 

 
Berwick St John in Times of Coronavirus 

 
A tribute from those cared for to those who care 

By Margaret Montgomery 
 
BEFORE  
  
 Berwick’s fun.  Berwick’s FUN 
When we all share in the annual fete and the Country Fayre 
And anything else someone wants to prepare. 
Then it’s off to the pub for a sup and a bite 
When comes the night. 
 Oh it’s cold. It’s so COLD. 
Stood in the drive in the freezing rain with wind in our hair                                                                          
As the sheep came by with suspicious stare. 
Like a wave down the road flows this woolly sight. 
A real delight 
 Oh it's wet. It's so WET. 
The rain pours down and the road is awash with soil from 
the Downs. 
Like a river it rushes onto the Cross - which drowns. 
And the lads turn out and they save the day  
The Berwick way. 
 Oh it's hot. It’s so HOT 
With the high noon sun above in the sky ablaze with fire, 
And the high noon clouds adrift across the shire 
From a gentle breeze, but the shifting light 
Indoors still bright. 
 
CORONAVIRUS! 
 
 Now it’s still. It’s so STILL. 
And it’s quiet too and the cars in the lane are few. 
Making silence here certainly something new. 
The people with dogs walk stealthily by 
And winds still sigh.  
 Lockdown lone. STAY AT HOME. 
For the virus roams across the land and we don’t know 
where, 
So we follow the rules, all being very aware 
Already the world has far too many dead. 
Must stop its spread.  
 Well we fare.  PEOPLE CARE. 
How do we eat when we can’t get along to the shop? 
With the younger ones all helping us a lot. 
For community spirit still is very alive 
We’ll all survive.  
 

Thank You Everyone 
 



Home Fires Helping Hand 
 
Warding off the Slug Attack 
 
Helen Lodge suggests saving your egg shells and drying 
them out in the oven. When cooled, crunch them up and 
sprinkle where necessary. 

Thank you Helen! 
 

Linda Smith recommends a biological slug killer called 
Nemaslug, available online. It is organic and works by 
increasing the number of nematodes (microscopic worms) 
in the soil, specific to slugs, which kill them. It is quite 
expensive and needs reapplying every 6 weeks during the 
growing season. For individual plants or pots, she suggests 
surrounding them with something gritty or sheep's wool, 
which the slugs don't like travelling across - make sure 
they're not already hiding inside the barrier. 
 

Otherwise go out at night with a torch and pick them off by 
hand and squash them. It is no good just relocating them to 
an out-of-the-way part of the garden - they will find their 
way back! You’ll be amazed at how many are wandering 
about and chomping their way through your plants.  

Thank you Linda! 
 
Keeping our cars in good shape 
Many of us are not running our cars much – or at all! One 
mechanic suggests running your car for 10 minutes a week 
if you can. Do you have any tips? Please let us know!  
 

 
 

Shopping News 
 

For those using our wonderful volunteer shopping service: 
 
Because of the Bank Holiday on Friday 8th, there will only 
be one delivery from Ludwell Stores and Buttling’s on 
Thursday 7th May. Orders to Angela by Monday 4th, 
evening, please. Tesco orders as usual, orders to Angela on 
Monday and Thursday, delivery Tuesday and Friday.  

____________________ 
Ansty Farm Shop now has a very easy-to-use online order 
form which you can find at www.anstypyo.co.uk 
Reeve the baker in Shaftesbury is open on Thursdays 10am 
– 2pm (first hour for vulnerable/ key workers) 

____________________ 
The fish & chip van is now coming to Berwick again on 

Thursday evenings as usual.  

 

 
 

A London Evacuee in Berwick St John 
 
Leonard Wilson, born in 1934 in south east London, came 
to Ferne House during World War 2, and attended the 
Village School in Berwick St John. This is an extract of his 
wartime memories. 
 
“My dad’s call-up - which didn't mean anything to me at the 
time - was deferred because mum was expecting another 
baby. I thought dad looked funny in his ARP 'tin hat’. He had 
to do civil defence duties until he went into the army. 
Eventually my brother was born, and then my dad went into 
the army. Mum and I cried a lot. 
 
Dad hadn't been gone long when we were bombed out… A 
railway line ran across the top of our road. It was a mine, 
probably intended for the railway, floating silently down by 
parachute, that landed nearby and ruined a lot of houses, 
ours included. These mines were larger than bombs. The 
bomber carried one under each wing, both had to be 
dropped at the same time, otherwise the plane became 
unbalanced. There was a very loud explosion and the sound 
of breaking glass. Although windows were criss-crossed with 
sticky tape, the glass still broke but the tape prevented it 
splintering… The near-miss… made mum decide that I should 
be evacuated.” 
 
Initially, Leonard was evacuated to Redhill in Surrey, but it 
didn’t prove to be quite as safe as Leonard’s mother had 
hoped. Back in London, the family experienced a number of 
very frightening near-misses from doodlebugs and V2 
rockets.  
 
“Dad came home on leave. He was horrified by the V2's. He 
told mum that we should go to the country.”  
 
Leonard’s mother got a job as a cook in a war nursery in 
Dorset – which turned out to be Ferne House. 
 
“The Duchess of Hamilton had kept one wing of her family 
home 'Ferne House' and turned the rest over to the 
authorities to make a home for bombed-out children. As 
mum was a cook, my brother was allowed into the nursery. 
The Duchess' husband, as the title suggests, was Scots. I was 
too old for the nursery but a couple of miles away were 



Berwick St John, a small village. I was billeted with the Rev 
Poole and Mrs Poole. Mrs Poole's mother also lived in the 
vicarage; she had a lovely Airedale dog called "Merry Jane". 
 
I was in heaven. Just up the road from the vicarage, where I 
spent every moment, was a farm: Mr and Mrs Hiscock and 
two grown-up sons John and Dennis. I had my first ride in a 
car: an Austin 7. The Austin 12 was laid up for the duration. 
I rode on the tractor, helped with the harvest - cold tea from 
a lemonade bottle and cheese and onion sandwiches. 
Hayricks, digging potatoes, calves with big beautiful eyes, 
watching a pig be killed and cut up. A small village school 
where in the afternoons we spent learning how to grow 
vegetables. Singing in the church choir. Sometimes Rev 
Poole asked me to pump the church organ - " keep the piece 
of lead on the line". Christmas celebrations in the village hall 
where there were games, and Rev Poole showed films on his 
noisy projector. 
 
Totally different to life in London, during war or peace. It was 
too good to last. Mum found out about half-day schooling 
and arranged for me to go to Shaftesbury Grammar School. 
She also took me away from Berwick St John and moved me 
in with Mr and Mrs Toogood. Mr Toogood was in charge of 
the Duchess' horses. During the war there weren't many on 
the estate. Now it wasn't cars or tractors but pony and trap 
- another first for me. The Duchess spoke to me, and me to 
her, on several occasions, she was very nice. 
 
The war was coming to an end. We were going to win. Dad 
was invalided out of the army. He came to Ferne and stayed 
a while. Then he, mum and my brother returned to London, 
Noel Terrace. I stayed with Mr Toogood until the end of the 
academic year, and for most of the summer holidays. I had 
kept in touch with my friends in Berwick St John. After saying 
my goodbyes, I returned to London in time to start the new 
term at St Bartholomew’s, Sydenham in Sept 1944. A few 
months later, in May 1945, it was all over. 
 
What the war did for me during my formative years is 
impossible to know. I sum the experience up as follows: A 
young Londoner living by the side of the railway in a cold 
water, gas-light flat went to live with a Duchess. 
 

 
 

WW2 People's War is an 
online archive of wartime 
memories contributed by 

members of the public and 
gathered by the BBC. The 
archive can be found at 

www.bbc.co.uk/ww2peopleswar 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Plant Swap 
 
Do you have?  
Angela (828383) is looking for 
vegetable plants e.g. runner beans, 
courgettes, cucumber, tomatoes 
(Angela) 
Linda (828287) needs some large 
flower plants, particularly sunflowers 
& cosmos 
 

Do you need? 
Angela (828383) has foxgloves and some aquilegia grown 
from seed.  
Nick (828000) has the following, from Sarah Raven seeds: 

• Tomato 'Costoluto Fiorentino' – large, easy to 
grow beef tomato 

• Aubergine 'Money maker ' No 2 
• Chilli 'Hungarian Hot Wax' Organic 
• all from "Sarah Raven" seeds. 

 
Finding Help 

 
If you’re struggling and need support, and don't feel you 
can talk to friends and family, you can contact: 
 

Wiltshire Wellbeing Hub - 0300 003 4576 
Mon to Fri – 8am – 8pm; Sat – Sun – 10am – 4pm 

 
Samaritans – 116 123 - 24 hours a day 

Wiltshire Mind – 01225 706532 - Mon to Fri – 9am – 3pm 

 
If you have friends or neighbours in the village who may 
not be able to receive Home Fires digitally, perhaps you 

could print a copy for them? 
 

Please keep sending any ideas, recipes, thoughts, podcasts, 
photos, competitions, book recommendations and things 

you think might entertain by  
 

Saturday 9th May at 12.00 
Helen Boyd 

helen.boyd@asymmetrix.co.uk 
828992 

 

 



QUIZ: TREES & SHRUBS AROUND BERWICK 
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These pictures were all taken by Linda Smith during 
lockdown in and around Berwick. 

Please name the 25 species using the COMMON NAME 
(not the Latin or Scientific designation).   

Please send replies via email to Helen with the picture 
number and name. 
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Berwick in Spring: Views from our Gardens & Walks

Orange-tailed mining bee
Village Orchard, Linda Smith

Small tortoiseshell butterfly
Winkelbury Hill, Linda Smith

Tulips, garden
Linda Smith

Orange-tip butterfly
Near the castle, Linda Smith Wood anemones

Near the castle, Linda Smith
Right. Lily-of-the-valley; Rhododendron; Agapanthus
Below. Silver Birth. Grethe Wimbush


