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‘Be an angel, put the kettle on.’  ‘She’s an absolute angel.’  ‘What 

a little angel.’ 

This word angel, in our language, often means someone helpful, 

or cute or indispensable but, as we remember Michael and all the 

angels, can we learn more about the mysterious figures, in Greek 

the angelos, that are mentioned over 90 times in the New 

Testament. 

Let’s consider the angels.  In the bible, in belief and in our lives. 

So, first question, do angels exist?  According to the bible they 

do.  From the beginning when Abraham entertained them in 

Genesis 18, to the angels with trumpets in the Revelation of John, 

barely a book goes by without the mention of an angel.  Jesus 

spoke of angels.  He was ministered to by angels (Matthew 4:11, 

Luke 22:43) and in our gospel reading he said that Nathanael 

would see the ‘angels of God ascending and descending on the 

Son of Man.’  (John 1: 51). 

The bible even names two angels, Gabriel without whom no 

nativity would be complete and Michael, the angel we specifically 

remember today, whose two brief appearances in the books of 

Daniel (10:13) and Revelation (12:7–8) land him the accolade of 

‘archangel’. 

Biblically, angels occasionally revealed themselves in the form of 

human bodies (angelophanies) as in Genesis 18:3 but mostly they 

do not have material bodies as humans do, and they do not 

function as human beings in terms of marriage and procreation 



(Mark 12:25) nor are they subject to death (Luke 20:36).  Angels 

are powerful, but not omnipotent, omniscient, nor omnipresent. 

They are not God, and certainly cannot be everywhere at once. 

Sadly, there isn’t that much evidence of people having a specific 

guardian angel, but the bible does remind us of the tasks of the 

angels that include: 

• Their worshipful adoration of God 

• Their total submission to his will. 

• Their role as a messenger (Luke 1:11–19, Acts 8:26).  In 

fact, it is for this task that they are named.  The Hebrew 

word mal`ach, and the Greek word angelos both mean 

messenger; the one who executes the purpose and will of 

the one whom they serve. 

So, if you’ve ever doubted the existence of angels, the bible is full 

of them.  My favourite mention of angels comes in Psalm 103 (20, 

21) where the psalmist declares, ‘Praise the Lord, you his angels, 

you mighty ones who do his bidding, who obey his word.  Praise 

the Lord, all his heavenly hosts, you his servants who do his will.’ 

Having said that, my favourite bible verse portrays the power and 

the majesty of the heavenly host.  However my favourite image of 

an angel has to be the cherubic, often bare bummed infants so 

beloved of the renaissance painters such as Raphael. 

And, this is the thing with angels.  What we know from our bibles 

and what we have absorbed through our culture can often be 

different things; belief and knowledge don’t always line up so, 

what do we believe about angels? 



Many people who believe in angels consider they are not so much 

messengers, but helpers.  They do God’s work in providing 

protection, advice and comfort.  Many, many stories are told of 

the appearance of angels, usual in the guise of a stranger, who 

steps in during a time of need.   

As far as I am concerned, there is nothing wrong with this, after 

all, it is founded on the angels we see in the bible.  In Acts 27 (23, 

24) we hear Paul say, ‘Last night an angel of the God to whom I 

belong and whom I serve stood beside me and said, ‘Do not be 

afraid, Paul. You must stand trial before Caesar; and God has 

graciously given you the lives of all who sail with you.’ 

What is that if not an angel providing comfort?  However, if we 

look at that bible verse maybe we can see the angels in which we 

should believe. 

Paul did not pray to that angel and he did not worship that angel.  

His trust was in God, not angels.  The angels minister to him at 

God’s bidding and under God’s authority and power.  They might 

be the instrument of comfort or deliverance but to Paul, that man 

of great faith, he ultimately recognised it was the Lord who 

delivered him.  It was God who would comfort him.  Then, always, 

it is God who would offer salvation. 

There is no need for an angelic intermediary, Christ is in the gap 

between God and people but, sometimes a messenger is needed 

to remind even the mighty Paul, that God is on his side. 

So, where does this leave us?  We have an image of angels from 

the bible, an image of angels we hold in our hearts and minds but 

what about our lives as we live in pandemic ridden 2020. 



Two things, first, don’t forget Hebrews 13: 2 which says, ‘Do not 

forget to show hospitality to strangers, for by so doing some 

people have shown hospitality to angels without knowing it.’  In 

other words, when we act as God’s wants us we manifest God’s 

kingdom.  And, where God’s kingdom reigns, his angels are also 

present.  Worshipping, serving and purveying his message of love. 

Second, remember that God, instead of doing good things 

directly, often prefers to do them through his willing servants so 

those who have accepted his love can show their love for one 

another.  In other words, we can be God’s agents on earth.  We 

might not have heavenly bodies be we can be like an angel and 

not just when we put the kettle on. 


